
CENTER FOR RUSSIAN, EASTERN EUROPEAN AND EURASIAN STUDIES  
2009-2010 Due January 6, 2009  
 
Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowships  
in Russia, East European and Eurasian Languages at Stanford University  
 
FLAS fellowships, authorized under Title VI of the Higher Education Act and 
administered by the U.S. Department of Education, provide tuition and stipend to 
students undergoing advanced training in designated foreign languages in combination 
with either area studies, international studies, or international aspects of professional 
studies.  
 
A. General Description: Academic Year FLAS Fellowship in Russian, East European and  
Eurasian Languages  
 
The Center for Russian, East European & Eurasian Studies (CREEES) at Stanford  
University annually petitions the Department of Education for allocations of FLAS funds 
in Russian, East European & Eurasian Studies (REEES). In anticipation of continued 
funding for the 2009-10 academic year, CREEES is distributing this information and 
application form. Applicants should understand that CREEES's ability to offer FLAS 
fellowships is contingent upon Congressional funding and Department of Education 
approval.  
 
Please note: The REEES languages eligible for a FLAS award at the Stanford campus 
during the academic year are Russian and some East European and Eurasian languages 
(check for eligibility).  
 
Academic year FLAS fellowships provide full tuition plus a stipend of $14,000. The term 
of a fellowship is for one academic year or less. Applicants in multiple-year programs 
must reapply each year. The selection of awardees is made annually by the CREEES 
fellowship committee, which favors candidates who have not previously received FLAS 
support. A FLAS award will be reduced by the amount of any other funding that a 
student receives in excess of full tuition and the allowable stipend amount.  
 
B. Who is eligible to apply? 
  
To be considered for a Stanford academic year FLAS fellowship in the REEES language, 
an applicant must:  
 

·Be a citizen or permanent resident of the U.S. or a permanent resident of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.  

  
·Be enrolled in or accepted to an advanced degree program at Stanford 
University.  

  



·Pledge to enroll each academic quarter of the FLAS award period in the 
REEES language course at the level appropriate for that student (literature and 
directed reading courses do not qualify)  

  
·Agree to devote the entire award period to full-time study, as defined by the 
University, without employment or research for which payment is received, 
unless it can be shown that the employment is part of the student's degree-
earning requirements and does not prolong the time normally required for 
completion of University requirements. 

  
C. What criteria are used to judge applications?  
 
Department of Education guidelines include the following:  
  

·Awards may be made to applicants in a wide variety of humanities and social 
science graduate degree programs, as well as professional fields.  

 
·Low priority is given to applicants whose fluency in the proposed language of 
study approaches that of a native speaker.  

 
·Low priority is also given to applicants proposing to study Russian who have 
not taken the equivalent of at least one academic year of college-level Russian 
prior to the FLAS award period.  

 
 ·CREEES priorities include the following:  
  

·Highest priority is given to students at intermediate and advanced levels of 
Russian.  

 
 ·Applicants in the REEES A.M. program.  
  
 ·Applicants in professional schools (Law, Business, etc.).  
 
All applicants are strongly encouraged to contact CREEES to confirm eligibility and to 
receive advice on writing their application.  
 
D. How do I apply for a FLAS?  
 
We begin accepting applications in November. Applications may be requested from, and 
completed applications delivered to:  
 
Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies  
Associate Director Rob Wessling  
Encina Hall West 2nd floor  
Stanford University MC 6045  
 



  
417 Galvez Mall  
Stanford, CA 94305 Stanford, CA 94305  
 
Tel. 650-723-3562  
Fax. 650-723-3010  
E-mail: creeesinfo@stanford.edu  
 
For more information about eligibility and writing your application, contact:  
 
Rob Wessling, Associate Director  
Tel. 650-725-6852  
Fax. 650-723-3010  
E-mail: rwess@stanford.edu  
A complete FLAS fellowship application must include the following:  
 
1. A completed FLAS application form. 
  
2. A statement of purpose (approximately 300-500 words), discussing your educational 
and career goals, and the significance of the proposed language training to these goals.  
 
3. Transcripts from each college or university attended (unofficial photocopies of official 
transcripts are ordinarily acceptable).  
 
4. Most recent GRE, GMAT, LSAT, or MCAT scores (unofficial photocopies are 
ordinarily acceptable).  
 
5. Three letters of recommendation, with waiver form accompanying each letter (letters 
are encouraged from instructors in REEES disciplines).  
 
Note: Eligible applicants to the REEES A.M. program need not submit items 2-5 (their 
REEES A.M. application file should contain the required information and 
recommendations).  
 
Applications and supporting materials (letters of recommendation, transcripts, GRE 
scores, etc.) are due January 6, 2009. Please send your completed application via regular 
U.S. mail or courier (NOT U.S. certified mail). Announcements of awards will be made 
in April 2008; awardees should be aware that each award is in fact a nomination, subject 
to funding by the Department of Education.  
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Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowships in Russian, East European and  
Eurasian Languages at Stanford University  

APPLICATION FORM 
 
Name of applicant:__________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address between January and June 2009:  
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________  
E-mail:_________________________________  
  
Stanford ID # (if applicable): ___________________________________  
 
Current educational and/or employment status (describe briefly):  
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
Prospective Stanford degree program during the academic year 2009-10: 
________________________________________ 
 
Indicate what level of REEES language courses you expect will be appropriate for you at 
Stanford during the award period:  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Indicate what other courses/subjects you intend to take during the award period:  
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
Indicate any Stanford or external financial support which is already committed to you for 
the award period, or for which you are applying (and the dates by which you expect to 
hear): 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________  
 
Signature ________________________________ Date____________ 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Signature _______________________________________ Date___________________  
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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
(Note: Three Letters of Recommendation are required) 

 
THIS SECTION FOR APPLICANT’S USE  
 
 
Name of applicant:_______________________________________________________  
 
 
Name of recommender:___________________________________________________  
 
 
Prospective or current Stanford department:___________________________________  
 
 
The family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 and its amendments guarantee 
students access to educational records concerning them. Students are also permitted to 
waive their right of access to recommendations. Please indicate your wish and sign 
below:  
 
_____ I waive my right to inspect this recommendation  
 
_____ I do not waive my right to inspect this recommendation  
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature       Date  
 
THIS SECTION FOR RECOMMENDER  
 
Dear Recommender:  
 
The student whose name appears above is applying for a Foreign Language and  
Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship for the 2009-2010 academic year. These fellowships 
provide tuition and stipend support to students undergoing advanced training in the study 
of Russian, East European and Eurasian languages in combination with either area 
studies, international studies, or international aspects of professional studies.  
 
Please attach this form to your letter evaluating this applicant’s strengths and weaknesses, 
taking into account his/her seriousness of purpose, potential for high academic 
achievement, as well as the significance of the language and area studies aspects of his or 



her training and career goals. If your contact with the applicant has involved use of the 
language given above, your comments as to the level of expertise achieved to date will be 
especially appreciated.  
 
Please return by January 6, 2009 to:  
 
Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies  
Encina Hall West 217  
217 Galvez Mall  
Stanford University MC 6045  
Stanford, CA 94305  
 


