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In November, CREEES invited Lev Gudkov, researcher at the Levada Center, to 
present a report on the parliamentary elections in Russia. Gudkov gave his analysis 
of the public opinion poll data collected by the Levada Center from a sample of the 
voting-age population before the elections. Putin's image as a great stabilizer is up­
held by a significant portion of the population, said Gudkov. This sentiment can be 
accounted for by a few factors. Firstly, the price of oil, which has recently broken the 
$100 dollar-per-barrel mark, has promoted significant economic growth and secondly, 
growing censorship over the media has limited negative coverage of the administra-

Lev Gudkov, 2007-08 DaJlin Lecturer tion. Though the rise in the living standard has had a demonstrable impact on only a 
few, it cannot be denied that certain benefits have been felt by allTo assume that the population relates political and economic 
stability directly to potential economic growth however, would be somewhat inaccurate: the expressed desire for stability 
more significantly stems from anxiety over a return to a state of economic crisis, Le., the I990s. 

The parliamentary elections took place at a period in time when there was an extremely low level of trust in politicians and 
political parties (indeed, the lowest level of trust among different institutions and social movements), a noticeable indifference 
to and lack of understanding of the parliamentary system, and a dearth of information on the political goals of individual politi­
cians, Gudkov said. Only a small part of survey respondents (five percent of the people interviewed) answered that they were 
well-informed about the activities of parliamentary deputies.The other fifty percent reported that they had vague ideas about 
it and forty-five percent said they knew nothing about such activities.The parliamentary pre-election landscape was certainly 
not encouraging, added a Russian researcher. "The bulk of the population has no idea of what liberalism and democracy are, 
the scope of their ideas is very limited.That is why we cannot expect from them any motivation for civic consolidation or a 
democracy of participation or responsibility," Gudkov said. 

Gudkov ended the discussion by reasserting the growing problem of corruption throughout governmental and non-gov­
ernmental spheres.The fact that the people believe Putin will de facto appoint the next president gives them confidence that 
Putin's policies will continue to be implemented in a way that they hope will encourage economic and political stability. 

By Florin Sperlea 

The Launch of Sputnik: 50th Anniversary Panel Discussion 
Ania/i Vithayathil and Monique Smith 

In an age where Google Earth and "No one really anticipated the wide­ the United States.Technological advance­
iPhones have become fixtures of modern spread use by the public of satellite tech­ ment had generally been considered an 
society, it is hard to estimate the extent nology," said J. David Powell, Professor "American birthright" and such a rude 
to which satellite technology has trans­ Emeritus, Aeronautics, Astronautics and awakening coupled with the failure of the 
formed the .way we live. On the fiftieth Mechanical Engineering. In fact, the Soviet Vanguard program to produce an artificial 
anniversary of the launch of Sputnik, an Union had no idea of the immediate and satellite, impelled the United States to 
interdisciplinary panel of experts pre­ global implications of such an accomplish­ emphasize science education and space 
sented reflections on the legacy of the ment.The day after the launch, the Com­ exploration. From the creation of NASA 
first spacecraft to be put in orbit around munist Party newspaper Pravda devoted to a kindergartener's bottle rocket, the 
the earth. On October 4, 1957, the Soviet a simple small corner of their front page United States government ensured that 
Union launched Sputnik as a part of their to Sputnik. science was to receive a worthy bud­
program to develop Intercontinental Bal­ Professor David Holloway, Professor get. "The Sputnik legacy is greater in the 
listic Missiles (ICBMs). Fifty years later, of History and Politics and Senior Fellow United States than the Soviet Union," 
there are hundreds of satellites in orbit, at FSI, began the discussion by describing Professor Holloway stressed. The rapid 
many of which operate not only for mili­ the more overwhelming and unexpected focus on the space race drove the United 
tary, but commercial purposes. impact the launching of Sputnik had on States to create its own artificial satellite 
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