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On Monday, February 12,2007, Timothy Colton, Morris 
and Anna Feldberg Professor of Government and Russian 
Studies and Director of Harvard's Davis Center for Russian 
and Eurasian Studies, spoke in the annual Alexander Dallin 

Lecture Series on Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies, on the 
topic "Perspectives on Boris Yeltsin in History:' 

Professor Colton was introduced by CREEES affili­
ate, Associate Director of Research and Senior Research 
Scholar, CDDRL Kathryn Stoner-Weiss, who has long con­
sidered him a mentor and advisor. She mentioned her great 
respect for Professor Colton and his deep love and knowl­
edge of Russia. She related a story about a long train ride 
that revealed his uncanny familiarity with the more remote 
regions of Russia. 

Professor Colton based his remarks on his current 
research on a scholarly biography of Russia's first President, 
Boris Yeltsin, Colton tested Yeltsin against a set of traits of 
successful leaders, rather than giving a conventional chrono­
logical biography. Stressing Yeltsin's often underappreciated 
achievements in difficult political and economic challenges, 
Colton presented a nuanced picture ofYeltsin at odds with 
the often sensationalist press Yeltsin received. 

The Annual Dallin Leaure honors Stanford Professor of History 
and Political Science Alexander Dallin, a founder of Russian and 
East European Studies not only at Stanford but also nationwide. 

ST. LAWRENCE STRING Q!lARTET AND RICHARD TARUSKlN CEEBRATE SHOSTAKOVlCH 

On March 6 CREEES celebrated the 
Centenary of Dmitrii Shostakovich's 
birth with a lecture recital featuring re­
nowned musicologist Richard Taruskin, 
holder of the Class of 1955 Chair in the 
Depatment of Music at the University of 
California, Berkeley,and the St. Lawrence 
String Quartet, Stanford's ensemble-in­
residence and faculty members in the 
Stanford Department of Music. 

Taruskin explored Shostakovich's 
music with particular emphasis on his string quartets. Explain­
ing that string quartets were poorly represented in Russian 
music before Shostakovich's time, he argued that Shostakovich 

developed the genre (he wrote 15 in all) in the later stages of 
his career in pursuit of private space in the oppressive circum­
stances of official Soviet life. 

SupportingTaruskin's detailed explication of Shostakovich's 
quartets nos. 3 and 8, the Quartet performed several ex­
cerpts of these works, a considerable feat given that they 
were performing as a "trio", lacking their violist due to illness. 

The large and rapt audience was very appreciative of their 
willingness to perform in such conditions, and showered the 
speaker and Quartet members with questions in an active 
give and take following the performance. All in all, a fitting 
tribute to a brilliant and complex composer. 

Many thanks to the following donors 
for their recent contributions to CREEES 

The Wayne S. & Sara Stys Vuonch Fund Special thanks to the Abbasi Program in Islamic Studies for 

Mr. Andrew Wayne Nussbaum generous support ofAnthropology courses on Central Asia 

Ms. Mary Ann M. St. Peter 

http://creees.stanford.edu WINTER 2006-07 ISSUE 11 


