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It is also important to mention 
globalization-a technological rev­
olution in communications so per­
vasive that it has overlaid this 
reconfigured patchwork of states, 
confederations, and state-like enti­
ties with a network whose spatial 
dimensions are like those of God in 
Dante's Divine Comedy. The cen­
ter of the global Internet universe 

is nowhere, its circumference 
everywhere, and its temporality is 
more like space. The new character 
of space-time Frank identified at 
the core high-modernist novel in 
the middle of the twentieth centu­
ry has become-by the beginning 
of the twenty first-part of every­
day life, available at the touch a 

remote control button tuned to 
CNN. The Crusades I vaguely 
remember studying in the fifth­
grade are the stuff of today's news, 
and Tolstoy's Khadzhi-Murat 
reads like a report in the New 
Yorker. And a middle-aged man 
dressed as a character from the 
Arabian nights presides over a 
non-state terrorist entity that for 
the last three years has kept the 
great modern powers in its thrall. 

The reconfiguration of the post­
WWII, Cold War geography that 
we have been witnessing over the 
last decade and a half has resulted 
not merely in a transfer of power­
in some cases, as in Uzbekistan and 
elsewhere, the same people are at 
the helm-but in a radical revision 
of the symbolic order that has 
defined and sustained these new 
and renewed communities. And 
the contest in the political sphere 
often takes the form of a contest 

over the symbols of authority and 
power. Genealogies and histories 
have been revised to accommodate 
the new regimes and the new bor­
ders. Where Lenin's statues once 
stood, there is now one to 
Tamerlane. This switch will surely 
have implications one day far 
beyond the ones intended by the 
replacement. 

Many of us remember the 
Gorbachev-Shervadnadze cam­
paign during the perestroika to 
demystify the old Soviet "image of 
the enemy." But it did not take long 
for the Russian state and society to 
construct, sometimes simply 
reconstruct, a new Other. Even 
when the territory has not been 
reconfigured, as in the case of most 
of Russia, the new Russian state 
has to articulate it anew in order to 
establish its authority and create a 
symbolic order that defines a new 
relationship between the periphery 
and the center (Putin's famous 
"vertikal' vlasti"). 

I look forward to the conference 
panels. They should further our 
understanding of the region and its 
new political, cultural, and histori­
cal space. 

- Gregory Freidin 

All photos by Jack Kollmann, please 
visit http://creees.stanford.edu/ 
StanfordUCB%2004Conf.html for a 
complete slide show. 
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